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I, LYNN WEIDENFELLER, declare and state as follows: 

1 . lam supervisor of the Patent Docketing Department for the firm of Schiff 
Hardin LLP, representatives of the application for the above-referenced application. I 
have held that position at all times relevant to the prosecution of the above-referenced 
application. 

2. During a routine review that I periodically undertake for applications having 
an unusual duration of PTO inactivity, I noted that a Response to the June 30, 2005 
Office Action had been mailed to the PTO on September 28, 2005, but we had not 
received any further communication in response thereto from the PTO. 

3. I therefore reviewed the PAIR file for this application, and saw that the 
Transaction History indicated that a Notice of Allowance had been mailed on January 4, 
2006. I also noted that the Image File Wrapper included an entry indicating that the 
Notice of Allowance had been returned to the PTO as being undelivered, and there is a 
copy of the returned envelope in the PTO electronic file as well. 
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4. If a Notice of Allowance had been mailed on January 4, 2006, requiring 
payment of the Issue Fee on or before April 4, 2006, I or those under my supervision 
would have made three separate entries at three different locations in the records 
maintained by Schiff Hardin LLP for this application. 

5. The first location would have been an entry on the application file itself. A 
copy of the front of the application file for this application maintained in the records of 
Schiff Hardin LLP is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" (the file indicates the law offices of 
Hill & Simpson, because a number of attorneys from Hill & Simpson merged into Schiff 
Hardin LLP prior to the filing date of this application, and the inventory of Hill & Simpson 
file folders was still being used at the time of filing of the present application). 

6. If a Notice of Allowance dated January 4, 2006 had been received by 
Schiff Hardin LLP, I would have made an entry in the "Action Dated" column 
immediately below the last entry for the aforementioned June 30, 2005 Office Action. 
The absence of such an entry indicates that such a Notice of Allowance was not 
received. I would also have made an entry in the Issue Date section after "Allowed" and 
Tee Due," indicating that the fee should be paid on or before April 4, 2006. The 
absence of entries at those locations is further evidence that the Notice of Allowance 
dated January 4, 2006 was not received. 

7. The second location at which I or those under my supervision would have 
made an entry of the Notice of Allowance dated January 4, 2006 had been received by 
Schiff Hardin LLP would have been in a logbook that I maintain that indicates all dates 
for all items that are due in the Patent and Trademark Office. A copy of the relevant 
page from that logbook, which would have included any entry for April 4, 2006 is 
attached hereto as Exhibit "B". I would have made an entry in this logbook indicating 
that the Issue Fee was due on April 4, 2006, if the Notice of Allowance dated January 4, 



2006 had been received, and I would have completed that entry upon transmittal of the 
Issue Fee to the Patent and Trademark Office on or before that date. The absence of 
any such entry in Amendment "B" is evidence that the Notice of Allowance dated 
January 4, 2006 was not received at Schiff Hardin LLP. 

8. The third location at which I or those under my supervision would have 
made an entry if the Notice of Allowance dated January 4, 2006 had been received at 
Schiff Hardin LLP is in the electronic computer docket that is maintained by Schiff 
Hardin LLP. A printout of the list of actions from the electronic docket is attached 
hereto as Exhibit "C". As can be seen, the last entry is the automatically-generated 
indication to check on the Notice of Allowance on February 7, 2007. If a Notice of 
Allowance dated January 4, 2006 had been received at Schiff Hardin LLP, an entry 
would have been made in the list of actions following the indication that a Response to 
June 30, 2005 Office Action was transmitted on September 28, 2005. The absence of 
such an entry is evidence that the Notice of Allowance dated January 4, 2006 was not 
received at Schiff Hardin LLP. 

9. I have also reviewed the entirety of the file for this application maintained 
by Schiff Hardin LLP, and I have found no copy or original of the Notice of Allowance 
dated January 4, 2006 therein, prior to my printing out such a copy from the PTO 
electronic file at the time of my review, noted above. 

10. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 



statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issued thereon, or 
any patent to which this verified statement is directed. 
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